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The Law  o f th e  R epub lic  o f A ze rba ijan  “ On th e  A la t Free E conom ic  Z one” 
(A F E Z  Law ) sets o u t th e  legal fra m e w o rk  fo r  th e  o pe ra tion , deve lopm en t, 
and gove rnance  o f A la t Free E conom ic  Zone  (A FE Z). A FE Z  leg is la tion  
w h ich  cons is ts  o f  A FE Z  Law  and In te rna l regu la tions , has exclus ive  ju r is d ic ­
tio n  in AFEZ.

A FEZ leg is la tion  has been p repa red  fro m  th e  pe rsp e c tive  o f  p o te n tia l Inves­
to rs  and best in te rn a tio n a l p rac tice . The A FEZ A u th o r ity  can ensure Inves­
to rs  th a t in te rna l re gu la tions  are f i t  fo r  pu rpose, w h ich  w ill g u id e  d a y -to -d a y  
a c t iv ity  in A FEZ in co m p liance  w ith  A FE Z  law.

The A FE Z  A u th o r ity  w ill p ro v id e  c e rta in ty  to  Investors th a t all m a tte rs  
con ce rn in g  o p e ra tio n  o f th e ir  businesses w ill be su b je c t to  A FE Z  leg is la tion  
w h ich  takes p recedence  ove r base eco n o m y  laws. To p ro v id e  c e rta in ty  to  
Investors and to  d e m o n s tra te  p recedence  o f A FE Z  Law  and in te rna l regu la ­
tio n s  o f AFEZ, am endm en ts  in m u ltip le  re levan t base eco n o m y  laws w ere 
a d o p te d  by th e  P arliam ent and s igned  by  th e  P res ident o f  th e  R epub lic  o f 
A zerba ijan .

http://www.afez.az
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What type 
of Investors 
do we 
welcome 
at AFEZ?
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What type of Investors 
do we welcome at AFEZ?

Businesses engaged in high va lue-added and e xpo rt-o rien ted  m anufactu ring  
and services, in te rn a tio n a lly  tra d e d  a c tiv itie s , using innova tive  te ch n o lo g ie s  
and m anagem en t experience.

http://www.afez.az
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The process o f s e tt in g  up  a legal e n tity  in A FEZ is c o n d u c te d  by th e  AFEZ 
A u th o r ity  in an e ff ic ie n t and sm o o th  way. The A FEZ A u th o r ity  w ill g u id e  th e  
Investors th ro u g h  eve ry  s tep  and assure th a t es tab lish ing  a legal e n tity  in 
A FEZ is as easy as possib le.

Procedure Overview

STEP!
Investors to complete 
and submit expression 
of interest

L0J
STEP 4
AFEZA approves 
application or 
requests revision

о
г а
STEP 2
AFEZA will contact 
and meet to guide

STEPS
Investors submit detailed 
standart application 
form and business plan

applicants

О
STEPS
Following approval, 
AFEZA will support legal 
entities at establishment 
and ongoing development 
stages

Based on Investo rs ’ in te n tio n  and readiness, th e  w h o le  process co u ld  take  
fro m  fe w  hours up  to  fe w  days. This g u id e  p rov ides  th e  Investors w ith  all 
needed in fo rm a tion  to  s ta rt th e ir businesses in AFEZ, inc lud ing  a s te p -b y -s te p  
plan. In a d d itio n , th e  g u id e  de m o n s tra te s  th e  co lla b o ra tive  app roach  th a t 
th e  A FEZ A u th o r ity  takes in p a rtn e rin g  w ith  p o te n tia l Investors.

http://www.afez.az


8 Alat Free Economic Zone

04
One-Stop
Shop
Business
Centre

Investor G uide 09

To m ake th e  in ve s tm e n t process as s im p le  as possib le , th e  A FE Z  A u th o r ity  
have es tab lished  a o n e -s to p  shop  business center. This is th e  o n ly  p lace 
w here  Investors w o u ld  need to  g o  fo r  es tab lish ing  and fu n c tio n in g  a legal 
e n tity  in AFEZ. F unc tions  o f  th e  business ce n te r w ill cover business appraisal, 
issuance o f a license, visas, p e rm its  etc.

□ □ □

□ □ □

□ □ □ I

□ □ □

□ □ □
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How to Secure 
Approval?
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12 A la t Free Econom ic Zone

STAGE 1

Initial Enquiry
Understanding the opportunity

Investo r jo u rn e y  beg ins w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  actions:

Step 1 Investors c o n ta c t th e  A FE Z  A u th o rity .

Step 2 The A FE Z A u th o r ity  a rranges m e e tin g (s ) w ith  Investors to  gu ide
in th e  inves to r jo u rn e y  process, as w e ll as in fo rm  o f w h a t A FE Z 
and A ze rba ijan  o ffe r  fo r  favo rab le  business env ironm en t.

Step 3 Investors s u b m it s tanda rd  a p p lica tio n  fo rm  ava ilab le  on  the  
A FE Z  w ebsite .

Step 4  W ith in  2 w o rk in g  days th e  A F E Z  A u th o r i ty  c o n firm s  Inve s to rs ’ 
e lig ib ility .

w w w .afez.az Г
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Procedure Overview
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Investors enquiry 
via web Site

Investors enquiry 
via email/phone

Investors enquiry 
via marketing/ 
promotions activity

Initial
engagement 
with AFEZA
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Submission 
of standard 
application form

AFEZA advises 
Investors of 
eligibility

I
f

Go to STAGE 2

AFEZ
ALAT FREE 
ECONOMIC 
ZONE
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STAGE 2 °-----

Advance Enquiry
See the opportunity

A t th is  s tage  Investors have th e  o p tio n  o f v is it in g  A la t Free E conom ic  Zone.

Step 1 Investors are w e lco m e d  to  v is it A FE Z s ite  to  fu r th e r unders tand  
p ro posed  o p p o rtu n it ie s . The A FE Z  A u th o r ity  p rov ides  all 
requ ired  s u p p o rt fo r  th e  v is it.

Step 2 Based on deve loped  te m p la te . Investors s u b m it and discuss 
Business Plan w ith  A FEZ A u th o rity .

Step 3 F o llo w in g  th e  re ce ip t o f  th e  Business Plan, th e  A FE Z  A u th o r ity  
w ill issue an in d ica tive  o ffe r  o f  su p p o rt.

w w w .afez.az
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Procedure Overview

AFEZA meets 
with the Investors

Investors submit 
business plan

AFEZA issues 
indicative 
offer of support

Go to STAGE 3

AFEZ

http://www.afez.az
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STAGE 3 °-----

Pre-Approval Discussions
Maximize the opportunity

H av ing  re ce ive d  an in d ic a tiv e  o ffe r  o f  s u p p o rt, In ves to rs  are in v ite d  to  
d e v e lo p  and s u b m it Final Business Plan and secure License approva l:

Step 1 F u rth e r n e g o tia tio n s  on Business Plan con tinue .

Step 2 P roperty  discussions com m ence w ith  the  AFEZ A u tho rity  Property
Team.

Step 3 Investors s u b m it Final Business Plan fo r  A FEZ A u th o r ity ’s 
review.

Step 4  License Heads o f Terms (HoTs) ag reed  be tw een  Investors and 
th e  A FEZ A u th o rity .

w w w .afez.az Г
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Procedure Overview

Start o f initial
property
discussions

Further 
negotiations 
on business plan

License HoTs 
agreed with 
Investors

Final business 
plan submitted 
by Investors

Go to STAGE 4

AFEZ

http://www.afez.az
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STAGE 4 °----

Property Options Discussions
Maximize the opportunity

The A FEZ A u th o r ity  fa c ilita te s  d e ta iled  d iscussions on p ro p e r ty  o p tions . 
The A FE Z  A u th o r ity  Legal and R e gu la to ry  Team is a c tive ly  invo lved  a t th is  
stage:

Step 1 C on tinue  e n g a g e m e n t in e xp lo rin g  ava ilab le  p ro p e r ty  o p tions .

Step 2 P ro p e rty  s o lu tio n  is a g re e d  based  on th e  In ve s to rs ’ F ina l B us i­
ness Plan.

Step 3 P ro p e rty  Heads o f Terms (HoTs) is agreed.

w w w .afez.az Г
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Procedure Overview

Agreed final 
property solution

Further engagement I 
on property matters I

Property HoTs 
is agreed

Go to STAGE 5

http://www.afez.az
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STAGE 5  -----

AFEZ Authority Approval
Confirm the opportunity

F o llow ing  th e  fo rm a l app rova l by th e  A FEZ A u th o r ity :

Step 1 Investors s u b m it fina l d o cu m e n ts  in acco rdance  w ith  A FEZ
procedures.

Step 2 The A FE Z A u th o r ity  issues L e tte r o f O ffe r and n o tifie s  th e  Inves­
to rs  on th e  fu ll range o f suppo rts .

Step 3 Investors s ign and re tu rn  th e  L e tte r o f O ffer.

Step 4  E stab lishm en t o f A FE Z  legal e n tity  by  Investors.

Step 5 The A FE Z  A u th o r ity  issues L icense and c e rtif ica te s  to  th e  es ta b ­
lished A FEZ legal en tity .

w w w .afez.az
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Procedure Overview

■ ф

_ 0 ]
Investors 
submit final 
documents

AFEZA issues 
letter of offer

ѳ _ а .

Signed letter 
o f offer returned 
to AFEZA

Г
0 11°1#1

Establishment of I 
AFEZ legal entity 
by Investors

t i t y l

TO
_  ©

License and 
certificates issued 
to established 
AFEZ legal entity

AFEZ
ALAT FREE 
ECONOMIC 
ZONE
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O r *  
, •

Business 
Establisment 
Support
The Opportunity 
Realized
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Establishment
A FEZ A u th o r ity  w ill c lose ly  w o rk  w ith  th e  Investors to  s u p p o rt successfu l 
e s ta b lishm e n t o f  th e ir  legal e n titie s  in AFEZ. This m ay inc lude:

F ina liz ing  th e  lease o f a p lo t o r o ff ic e  a cco m m o d a tio n  p ro v id in g  d ire c t 
assistance w here  necessary w ith :

0 R e cru itm e n t
0 A ccessing  tra in in g  p rog ram s
о Id e n tif ic a tio n  o f sub -supp lie rs  and se rv ice  p rov ide rs
0 S uppo rt new  legal en tities  in in teg ra ting  in to  the  AFEZ business
com m unity.

Finalizing
A fte rw a rd s , A FEZ A u th o r ity  w ill co n tin u e  to  m a in ta in  regu la r c o n ta c t w ith  
th e  es tab lished  legal e n tity  and p ro v id e  o n g o in g  s u p p o rt as requ ired .

Procedure Overview

STEP!
AFEZA will support the 
establishment of the legal 
entity

0 0 0

STEP 4

STEP 2
Finalise outstanding 
legal arrangements

Connect the established legal 
entity w ith the AFEZ business 
community

ГУ ? !

STEP3
Provide direct assistance 
as required

STEPS
Continue to support estab­
lished legal entities through 
ongoing engagement

http://www.afez.az
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Thank you  fo r  rev iew ing  A FEZ Inves to r Guide. A t th is  stage, w e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  
to  co n tin u in g  o u r successfu l co o p e ra tio n . If you  have any questions, p lease 
d o n ’t  hes ita te  to  co n n e c t w ith  A FEZ A u th o r ity  team  via c o n ta c t in fo rm a tio n  
p ro v id e d  on th e  back  o f th is  gu ide.

- u -

w w w .afez.az
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